[No reason to set an age limit on tympanic membrane closure in children].
The results of 819 tympanic membrane reconstructions performed by the author between 1974 and 1987 were reviewed. The mean follow up period was 5.6 years (range 2 to 10 years). An attempt was made to answer the question whether it is justified to set an age limit for performance of eardrum reconstructions in children. Of the 819 reconstructions 304 were done between the age of 4 and 16. The review shows that if a strict preoperative procedure is followed, there is no significant difference in closure rate between children (91%) and adults (90%). The grafting material did not influence the closure rate.